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ABSTRACT
This study examined the perception of border
community members on educating border dwellers so as
to promote peace and security in an electoral process in
Nigeria. The study adopted a descriptive survey design,
with a target population of This study examined the
perception of border community members on educating
border dwellers so as to promote peace and security in
an electoral process in Nigeria. The study adopted a
descriptive survey design, with a target population of
Zamfara state’s Zurmi Local Government Areas border
communities of Gurbin Bore. Researcher’s designed
questionnaire with psychometric properties of content
validity of 0.61 and a reliability index of 0.87 was used
to elicit the needed data from the respondents. A
multistage sampling technique was used to sample 384
respondents. The research questions and hypotheses
were analyzed using mean score and t-test. The finding
revealed that all the community members perceive
educating them as a welcome development that would
help in breeding youth that is needed in an electoral
process. It was thus, recommended among others that,
the government should provide qualitative education for
people residing in the international border areas.

INTRODUCTION
The electoral process that provides the electorate with the institutional
framework for choosing members through a successful free and fair election is a
primary determinant of democracy. Basically, elections are the only acceptable
institutionalized process that allows all acknowledged citizens of a democratic society
to choose their representatives. It has been a general fact that today’s elections in
Nigeria have been marred by unprecedented misuse of the electoral process
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in the form of election rigging,ballot snatching, polling center killing, voting buying, an
d much more, of which the youth has been a major tool. By youth we mean, a young
man or woman, it a collection of young people. Nigeria’s population is largely young
people (Olujide, 2008). According to Nigeria’s National Youth Development Policy
(Olujide, 2008), the youth comprises all young people between the ages of 18 and 45
who are residents of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. This group represents the most
active segment of the population, the most dynamic, the most impulsive and yet the
most vulnerable of the population. To the United Nations (2012) youth is considered to
be a time in the life of an individual running between the end of childhood and entrance
into the world of work. Commitment to youth education has been reinforced by the
resolution of various international organizations that draw attention to the need to tackle
the problems of youth education in a concrete way. These young people need education
and training in order to develop intellectually, morally, socially and with adequate skills
in order to face a rapidly developing technological world (Laogun, 2002)
According to the NIC report, the protruding youth population is a demographic
feature linked to the “emergence of political violence and civil conflict”. In the course
of elective politics and governance, youths are either side-lined or let off or when they
are involved at all, they are mainly misused and abused to achieve the inordinate and
perverse political ambition of the norm less, lawless and self-centered section of the
Nigerian political class. (Preyekuro, 2011).
Youth all over the World are fondly called leaders of tomorrow. Depending on
the individual or in some cases the community, this energy is either used positively or
negatively. This is the time of intense interest in spiritual action and inexperience,
according to Ekwuruke (2007). Most of these young people who have dropped out of
villages or rural schools often end up in urban centers in search of menial jobs. Some
other end-ups on the streets, highway junctions, and traffic hawking various items as
"mobile supermarkets" (Ekwuruke, 2007), all of which further contributed to the
ongoing problem of youth violence in an electoral process that continues to involve
most Nigerian youth today. Young people in every society are seen as tomorrow's
leaders, which means that they are the human resources of a nation that is also seen as
the nation's growth engine. However, these must be adequately developed and used
effectively. Likewise, it is generally believed that if human resources are equipped with
qualitative education, the foundation of any true progress in a community must be the
presence of peace and security. Reasoning in this way, Aliu (2001), who sees education,
has been able to provide its beneficiaries with a desire to learn life-long awareness,
beliefs, attitudes, abilities, and skills that one needs to promote peace and security at all
times in the community in which he lives.
By educating a person one tries to give some desirable knowledge,
understanding, skills, interests, attitudes and critical thinking to a man (Denga, 1999). In
other words, man acquires knowledge of history, geography, arithmetics, languages, and
science. He gains some understanding of the deeper things in life, the complex
relationships between people, the connection between cause and effect, and so on. He
gets some skills in writing, speaking, calculating, drawing, operating some equipment,
etc. He establishes those beliefs and attitudes towards social work, democratic living,
cooperative living, respect for authority and other members of society, managing the
society's human and material resources to facilitate peaceful living. Training in
Swastik's word (2014) helps a man to think critically about different issues in life and
make decisions that are free of bias and discrimination, superstitions and blind beliefs.
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Therefore, through the educational process, he will learn all these attributes of head,
hand, and heart.
Accordingly, many educators (such as Dewey, Apple, and Galtung, among
others) maintain that education is neutral, not political. However, education is political
because of the very nature that education has goals and social purposes that it intends to
foster among youth. In a specific direction, the questions asked direct learning. The
material teachers choose to teach directs the classroom discussion toward a specific
sphere. By presenting education as impartial, many educators indoctrinate learners into
capitalist and market ideology schooling, competitiveness and aggression, and
neoliberalism, and corruption without allowing students to challenge the masked agenda
(Apple 1969; Freire 1970; Giroux 1981, 2006; McLaren 1989). Education is open to
confronting, understanding and resisting violence. However, because basic education is
clear with its goals, it is not an indoctrination process (Mayor 2005). It doesn't pour
knowledge into students ' minds or say what to do to students. Nor does it use an expert
program that comes into the classroom to tell students what to worry about. Education
helps students start to ask questions and provides students with the resources they need
to guide their learning. It's an education for thinking, not learning. It calls for why it is
important in an electoral process to promote peace.
Inquiry-led education helps inspire students to ask themselves questions and to
become reflective and involved learners. Engagement with issues at the core of
contemporary society is the message students receive as they begin to ask critical
questions in the classroom and participate actively in their communities. Students come
to understand that the medium—the structure of learning—is the message. Value a
variety of points of view, be confident, speak up, respectfully share opinions, resolve
conflict dialogically, and reflect—these are the lessons students learn (Boulding,1988).
Through this inquiry-based method of learning, sharing of personal knowledge and
experiences, asking critical questions, and listening actively to others, students
experience a range of thoughts and perspectives for cultural understanding, non-violent
communication and conflict management. Youth begin to see old events, peoples,
experiences, and structures in a new light. They begin to question their previous
assumptions and values. This transformative education is required to cultivate a culture
of peace. The way students see themselves, their families, and the world is changed by
reflection and conversation. By introducing border children and young people to them,
peaceful citizens could be raised (Reardon, 2001).
Therefore, education became necessary for every member of society. Nigeria has
been a signatory to many international organizations, where adequate provisions of
education to members are of paramount value. Based on these the Federal Government
of Nigeria came up with a different educational program to provide adequate,
qualitative, assessable, and affordable basic education (FGN, 2004).
But the question raised by many scholars is “How accessible is education to
every school-age child in Nigeria?” This question is not unconnected with the Federal
Ministry of Education (2018) report which shows that Nigeria, as in 2018, has about
54,434 public primary schools, 7,129 junior secondary schools, 18,238 private
secondary schools, and over 153 Universities as at 2019. These schools are inadequate
for a population of about 180 million people when compared with other developing
countries like Ghana with a total population of 24,791,073, which is one-seventh (1/7)
of the Nigerian population (Omundi index, 2012). Ghana is reported to have a total of
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51 Universities. This implies that more Ghanaians have access to tertiary education than
Nigerians.
In that case, assess to qualitative education becomes a privilege in Nigerian
rather than the right of every school-age child. By implication, so many school-age
children are educationally disadvantaged. Tuohy (1999) considers being educationally
disadvantaged as being denied access to or the result of the discontinuity between the
school and non-school experience of a child. Such discontinuity springs up from culture
and other socio-economic factors which involve not only the child’s inability to cope
with school but rather the school’s inability to cope with the needs of the disadvantaged
child, such as the school-age child of the Nigerian international border communities.
The children in the border areas have little or no educational opportunities due to their
locale which is the international border community.
Evidence and various reports from Border Community Development Agency
(BCDA, 2010) revealed that schooling in the Nigerian border communities is
confronted with many challenges which make the education to be of low quality. Mayor
(2005) characterized as turning out political thugs that are always manipulated by
politicians during the electoral process. Border communities are characterized by a lack
of social amenities or infrastructures, such as inadequate health care facilities, a high
rate of infant mortality and lack of good drinking water. Singh and Rangnekar (2000)
describe the social sectors in the border areas, especially education and health, as
suffering from serious deficiencies in terms of adequate infrastructure and service
delivery which in turn influence the quality of education system in the area. The
scarcity of teachers and absenteeism are still common characteristics of the education
system of border areas. The dropout rate among school children, especially girls, is on
the increase.
Perception is the process by which an individual comes to know and think about
others and their work/duties, their characteristic qualities, their roles and functions in
the society. In other words, when several individuals confront an object in their
environment, the input of information that impinges on their respective sense organs,
e.g. eyes, ears, etc. is the same for every individual, though they might have viewed it
differently (International Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences, 1992). Also, it could be
seen as a function of the accumulated experience of a man about the world of objects
and people in his environment as a result of the difference in the perceptual functions
among individuals, classes of individuals and within the same individual.
There are many features of an individual that may influence or define the
perception of an individual. These include status, social class, occupation of an
individual, gender, level of education attainment, location of residence (metropolitan or
rural), and age, among others. These characteristics can influence the perception of
members (such as teachers and other community members) in the business of education
in the border areas of Nigeria on the state of education in their community.
Western education is perceived as the golden key to a brighter future, improved
employment prospects and earnings. It is fundamental to a system that serves to
stimulate individual talents to the fullest regardless of race, gender, social status, and
locale. Border communities suffer neglect in almost all spheres of life. The Border
Communities Development Agency (2010) reports that a visit to border villages of some
states in Nigeria revealed that complete neglect is a general phenomenon affecting all
border settlements in the country, thus, making them unsafe during an election. This
has made the communities be at a disadvantage, educationally. Ekong’s (2010) study

76

SPEKTA
Jurnal Pengabdian Kepada Masyarakat : Teknologi dan Aplikasi
Vol. 1, No. 2, Desember 2020

attributes these disadvantages to the fact that the border areas are undeveloped. He
stresses that the situation is so bad that some border communities in Gamboru Ngalla's
local government area of Borno State migrated to the Cameroon Republic to access
essential social amenities and education.
The findings of various studies such as that of the Central Bank of Nigeria
(2000), Luka (2005), Folami and Karimu (2010) and Yusuf, Amali, and Ajidagba
(2011) revealed that children in the border communities have little or no access to
quality basic education, their education is characterized by lack of basic facilities and
low quality, which in a way does not help in the promotion of peace and security needed
in an electoral process. None of these studies was carried out in the North-Western part
of Nigeria and none had studied the variables of education, peace and security and
electoral process as its main variables. This constitutes a research gap to be filled by the
study.
The study investigated the perception of community members on educating
border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in the Electoral Process.
In specific terms, the study investigated:
a.
Educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in
the electoral process as perceived by the community members
b.
Whether there are differences in the perception of community members on
educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in
the Electoral process based on gender.
c.
Whether there are differences in the perception of community members on
educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in
the Electoral process based on status.
The study addressed the following research questions:
a.
What is the perception of community members on educating border dwellers
as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in the Electoral process?
b.
Is there any difference in the perception of community members on
educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in
the Electoral process based on gender?
c.
Are there differences in the perception of community members on educating
border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in the
Electoral process based on status?
Based on the research purpose and questions, the following hypotheses were
generated and tested:
Ho1: There is no significant difference in the perception of community members on
educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in the
Electoral process based on gender.
Ho2 There are no significant differences in the perception of community members on
educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in the
Electoral process based on status.
RESEARCH METHOD
The study employs a descriptive type of survey of an investigation into the
perception of community members of whether by providing basic education to border
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dwellers it will help to promote peace and security needed in an electoral process.
According to Oyeku and Ayodele (2010), this design is a systematic attempt to describe
the characteristics of a given population or areas of interest, factually. The choice of the
descriptive survey is also in line with Sambo (2008), who states that descriptive
research aims at estimating as precisely as possible the attributes of a population. The
population for this study was all community members residing in the international
border areas of Zamfara State, Nigeria. The target population for the study was all the
adult community members residing in border areas of Gurbin bore in Zurumi Loacl
Government Areas of Zamfara State. There are total of 216,534 population comprises of
teachers, community heads, and other male and female adults’ members of the
community. A total of 384 respondents out of a total population of 216,534 (National
Bureau of Statistics, 2018). The sampling of 384 was in line with the Research Advisor
(2006) table for sample selection, where it was pointed out that, in a population of
110,000- 250,000 the most appropriate sample selection should be 384 at 95% level of
confidence and 5.0% margin of error.
A – 12 items four-point-Likert scale researcher’s designed questionnaire was
used to elicit the needed data from the respondents. The questionnaire items were
validated by experts in the Educational Research Measurement and Evaluation Unit of
the Department of Social Sciences Education, Faculty of Education, the University of
Ilorin to ensure its content validity of 0.61. This is in line with Sambo (2008) who
maintained that the best procedure for validating a research instrument is to give it to a
panel of experts. A test- retest reliability method was carried out with a sample of 45
border dwellers in the Araba village of Ilala local government area of Sokoto border
community. A three-week interval period was given. The scores of the first were
correlated with the scores of the second using Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation
Coefficient and a reliability index of 0.87 was obtained. The questionnaire contained
two sections. Bio-data of the respondent constituted (i.e gender and status) the first
section while the second contained 12 items with 4 points responses (Strongly Agreed
(4), Agreed (3), Disagree (2) and Strongly Disagree (1). The questionnaire was
administered to the respondents by the researcher in the company of trained research
assistants. The data collected was analyzed using average mean score, with 2.50 an
accepted mean, Standard Deviation and t-test was used to test the two hypotheses at
0.05 alpha level.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The research questions are answered as followed:
Research Question: What is the perception of community members on educating
border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in Electoral?
Table 1: showing the mean score and standard deviation.
S/N Statement
Mean SD
1
Government provision of basic education in the border 3.64 1.24
community will give border dwellers the opportunity to
participate actively in the electoral process.
2
With basic education, children and youth living in the 3.83 1.22

Remark
Agree

Agree
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border community will acquire the desired knowledge
needed to bring about peace and security during the
electoral process
3
Basic education to border dwellers, children and youth 3.10 1.27 Agree
will develop a better understanding of skill, interest and
positive attitude needed to promote peace and security
during the electoral process.
4
Basic education in the border community will bring 2.91 1.23 Agree
about the attitudinal change needed to cultivate a
culture of peace needed in an electoral process.
5
Educating border dwellers help to develop a climate,
3.10 1.27 Agree
within the school or another learning environment that
will model peaceful and rights-respectful behaviour in
the children and youth thus, promoting a peaceful
electoral process.
6
Children of the border dwellers will be exposed to
4.21 2.63 Agree
peaceful living through some of the teaching and
learning techniques adopted by school teachers, thus
promoting the culture of peace and security in an
electoral process.
7
Educating border children and youth prepares them for 3.15 1..20 Agree
‘lifelong learning’ needed for survival and contribute
positively to their society.
8
Basic education in Nigeria sought to produce 3.72 1.40 Agree
individuals that can read, write and communicate
effectively needed in the promotion of a culture of
peace.
9
Educating every category of border dwellers especially
3.62 1.53
Agree
people with special needs is required to breed youth
who will imbibe the culture of peace in the society
during an electoral process.
10
Educating border children and youth allows them to
3.93 1.20
Agree
think critically about issues and make valuable
decisions about maintaining peace and security in an
electoral
11
Educating border children and youth bring about
3.21 1.23
Agree
positive transformation in the community.
12
Educating border dwellers helps learners begin to raise
3.11 1.15
Agree
questions and gives students the tools they need to
direct their learning.
Table one revealed the mean score of community members ranging from 2.91 to
4.21, meaning that all the border dwellers perceive educating them especially their
children and youth as a welcome development that would help in breeding youth who
would build up peace culture that is needed in an electoral process.
Hypotheses One: There is no significant difference in the perception of community
members on educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in
the Electoral process on the basis of gender.
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Table 3: showing t-test analysis of respondent on the basis of gender
Gender

N

Mean

Male

264

33.22

Female

120

33.19

Std.
Deviation
3.61

df

t-test

Sig (2-tail)

Decision

382

0.31

0.75

Not rejected

4.55

P=0.05
Table 2 shows t-value = -0.30 with P-value = 0.971 > 0.05 alpha level. Since
0.97 is greater than 0.05 alpha level, hypotheses one is thus not rejected. This indicates
that there is no significant difference in the perception of the male and female members
of the border communities on educating border youth and children as a catalyst for
promoting peace and security in the electoral process.
Hypotheses Two: There is no significant difference in the perception of community
members on educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in
the Electoral process based on status.
Table 2: showing t-test analysis of respondent on the basis of status
Status

N

Mean

Teachers

12

33.25

Border
community
members

372

33.28

Std.
Deviation
3.64
3.93

df

t-test

Sig (2-tail)

Decision

382

-0.030

0.97

Not
Rejected

P=0.05
Table 3 shows t-value = 0.31 with P-value = 0.75 > 0.05 alpha level. Since 0.75
is greater than 0.05 alpha level, hypotheses two is accepted. This implies that both
teachers and all members of the communities (Farmers, village heads, Islamic scholars,
shop-owners among others) do not differ in their perception of educating border
dwellers as a catalyst for promoting peace and security in the areas.
Summary of the Findings
The findings in this study were summarized as follows:
1. All the sample community members in the border areas perceived educating
border dweller which includes children and youth as a catalyst to promoting
peace and security in an electoral process.
2. The study also revealed that difference does not exist in the perception of all the
community members on educating border dwellers as a catalyst for promoting
peace and security in an electoral process based on both gender and status.
From the study, it was revealed that the government provision of basic education
in the border community will give border dwellers the opportunity to be able to read,
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write and communicate effectively and participate actively in the electoral process. This
is necessary because ideas will remain ideas if they are not well nurtured and
communicated to the people in a way that the people can understand their meaning,
significance and how the ideas should be used to better the lives of the people. Thus,
literacy and the ability to communicate become central to all forms of development.
Most of those involved in violence act during an election in Nigeria are ignorant,
illiterate or school drop-out, they as a result of frustration and sees engagement in
violence or the act of been used by a politician to cause violence during the electoral
process as the lasting solution to their problems. With basic education, children and
youth living in these border communities will acquire the desired knowledge needed to
bring about peace and security during the electoral process.
Educating children and youth in the border communities offer youth an
opportunity to develop a better understanding of skills and positive attitude which is
required in breeding a patriotic citizen. Every nation requires patriotic citizens that can
define the course of the nation, qualitative education has been producing individuals
who have been contributing and are ready to contribute to the growth and development
of the nation first by maintaining peace and security. Border children from their
formative age would be trained on how to love their country first before even
themselves, from different subjects they will be exposed to in the school. Therefore,
been patriotic citizens will be able to promote peace and security during an electoral
process. Children and youth in the border community after undergoing education
develop a change of attitude was the perception of the border community members. This
because the school itself is seen as a peace zone where the right character would be
molded.
It was revealed from the study that giving adequate education to border dwellers
is necessary since; education is overt with its intentions to confront, understand, and
resist violence. Education helps learners begin to raise questions and gives students the
tools they need to direct their learning. Education is about how to learn, not what to
learn. This calls for why it is needed in the promotion of peace in an electoral process.
Because education brings about transformation in the life of every human society, the
border community will not be an exception. Border dweller needs qualitative education
to be able to function effectively and promote the culture of peace and security needed
in an electoral process.
CONCLUSION
In conclusion, educating children and youth in the border communities is
considered necessary, in order to give border dwellers, the opportunity to participate
actively in the electoral process. It will also afford them to acquire appropriate
knowledge, values, skills, and behaviors needed to nurture a peace culture in their
society and the nation at large. The content and teaching strategies adopted at all levels
of education in the promotion of a culture of peace which is needed during an electoral
process. Because of the nature of international border communities, border dwellers
required not just education but qualitative education.
It is on the basis of these that, it was recommended that, the Nigerian
government should provide qualitative education for people residing in the international
border areas. Also, the type of education that will be provided for them should be
suitable to their environment. Since the aim of education in every society is to cater to
the needs and aspirations of the society where it is situated.
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