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ABSTRACT
This study aims at investigating students’ perceptions of the use of Padlet in the class
of Introduction to Functional Linguistics. The population of this study was a class
of 2014 batch student of English Language Education program at Sultan Agung
Islamic University (UNISSULA) Semarang with a sample of 28 people. This
research is in the form of qualitative descriptive design. The data collection method
uses observations and questionnaire. The data is then analyzed using interpretive
descriptive analysis. The specific target to be achieved in this study is that by
knowing students' perceptions of the use of Padlet, then this result can be used as a
reference for the Faculty of Language and Communication Science and other
faculties in the UNISSULA environment to improve the performance and quality
of service to students especially in the learning and teaching process. In addition, the
results of this study can also be a reference for both the Study Program and the
Faculty to review the curriculum that has been implemented so far. From the data
obtained through questionnaires distributed to 28 students of the English Language
Education Study Program at the Faculty of Languages and Communication Science
of Sultan Agung Islamic University Semarang in the class of 2014/2015, researchers
can conclude that these students have very diverse perceptions in the use of Padlet
media in learning Introduction to Functional Linguistics. To be sure, most students
really positively appreciate the use of this media in linguistic learning in general.

I. INTRODUCTION

Semarang. The course is Introduction to Functional
Linguistics. This course is a continuation of the
Introduction to General Linguistics subject.

It is important for students to understand the
subjects they are studying in one semester. Of the
courses that are followed, inevitably, there are types of
subjects that are classified as preferred and also there
are courses that tend to be disliked by students in
general.

Introduction to Functional Linguistics contains
basic theories in Functional Linguistics. These
theories include genres, grammar, text, context, mood,
transitivity, clauses, themes, rheme, and cohesion. The
many terms that are scattered in this course generally
make students reluctant to learn more deeply so that
these subjects tend to be unpopular in their eyes.

Among several elective courses, there is one
subject that is considered difficult for most students
of English Language Education Program at the
Faculty of Language and Communication Science of
Sultan Agung Islamic University (UNISSULA)

The students reasoned that, in addition to students
having to memorize complicated terms in language,
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II. LITERATURE REVIEW

they were also required to know the formulas and
functions of these complicated terms in a text.
Therefore, we need a method or technique or media
that can be used by teachers to make students easy to
understand the material from the class, especially in
this case the class Introduction to Functional
Linguistics. Actually there are many media that can be
accessed online by students in learning and teaching.
One of them is Padlet.

a. Padlet Use Mechanism
Actually there are two ways of operating Padlet: by
using the padlet official website[12] and by using the
application at android and ios. To use Padlet visa
website, thes first thing someone needs to do is to
open web page. After the webpage opens, we can click
on "Create Something". Well, the Padlet wall is ready
to use. However, we need to make modifications
related to the main purpose of making the new Padlet.
Such modifications can be in the form of making titles,
changing background images or display themes
according to the topic, making unique and interesting
web address names, changing display material loading
or selecting Padlet privacy levels that we make[4]. The
next step is by using its application. To do so, you can
operate it by downloading the application first
through android or ios app devices.

Padlet is a useful device-agnostic tool for
interaction on virtual wall that allows people to
express their thoughts on a common topic easily and
can be used for simple or even complicated
instructional tasks among experts [1][2][3]. It works
like an online paper sheet in which people can post
any contents (e.g. images, videos, documents, texts)
anywhere on the page, together with anyone, and can
be accessed from many devices such as laptop, PC,
tablet, or smartphone[2]. Using Padlet in learning
process allows the availability of pleasant spaces for
learners to carry out collaborative classroom
activities[4]. With features that are attractive and
futuristic and easy to use by users[5], Padlet is then
believed to make it easier for students to understand
the material in the class of Introduction to Functional
Linguistics. Padlet is a virtual and online "bulletin"
board, where students and teachers can collaborate,
interact, reflect, share various networks (links) and
images, in a safe place. Padlet makes it easy for users
to create hidden walls with the desired type of URL.
Padlet customers can also moderate and delete posts
and can adjust their appearance.

In short, Padlet is easy to make and not
complicated to use. Next is how smart and creative
someone is in utilizing the existing features to be an
interesting thematic display so that users or other
contributors feel moved to respond to questions or
statements from Padlet makers
b. Use of Padlets in Teaching
In the teaching and learning process, students can
use our Padlet wall by opening the web address that
we have created before. Students can also open their
Padlets using Android or their Smartphones because
the Padlet application can be installed easily with a
gadget.

Furthermore, Mallon & Bernsten[5] explained
that the features and variety of displays of attractive
backgrounds in Padlet provide a variety of user spaces
to collaborate at the same time in different places.
They can write, draw, chat or talk with other users and
even they can enter work to be assessed or sent to
other users after that.

After the web is open, students can double-click
the Padlet box then write something, take or load
pictures or audios or videos, copy links, enter
documents etc. Padlet usage interactions occur in real
time. That is, the teacher or student can find out when
someone else is adding something to the Padlet box.
To note that to use Padlet made by teachers, students
do not have to have an account on Padlet[4].

It can be concluded shortly that Padlet is an
online media in the form of a wall (wall) that is safe
and pleasant for its users to be able to interact,
collaborate to share writing, images, and other
necessities — not least for learning and teaching
between teachers and learners.

Thus it can be said that the use of Padlet in teaching
can make it easier for teachers to know the ability or
courage of students in responding to certain topics
raised by the teacher. By using Padlet, the teacher can
also find out the extent to which students understand
the material presented previously. Indeed, the risk is
that students can see the responses of other students,
allowing them to simply copy their friends' answers.
So this is where the clever man overcomes this kind
of situation. The teacher can emphasize by ensuring
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that each response must be different so that at least it
can minimize the occurrence of plagiarism behavior.

the perception of students towards the use of Padlet
in the class Introduction to Functional Linguistics?"
This study then aims to find out the answer on how
students' perceptions of the use of Padlet in
Introductiion to Functional Linguistics class are.

The use of Padlet in teaching was reviewed by
Fuchs[4] in a scientific article entitled "The Writing on
the Wall: Using Padlet for Whole-Class Engagement".
In his paper, his findings stated that to interact and
increase student involvement in the teaching process,
teachers can use Padlet as an attractive alternative so
that students can be more active in the teaching
process.

The following image is a brief overview of the
Padlet view that contains questions from the teacher
and responses from students.

Another related research was done by Weller[3]
entitled "The use of Web 2.0 technology for preservice teacher learning in science education". In the
study, secondary school science teachers were given
two tasks using online Web 2.0 applications. The
results of their work and comments about the use of
the technology were evaluated.
Other relevant advanced studies were also
conducted by Deni & Zainal[6] focusing on the use of
Padlet in improving communication skills, Lestari[7]
underlining Padlet’s use in enhancing non-English
department students’ writing skill, and by Haris,
Yanus, and Badusah[8] who investigates the
effectiveness of Padlet in ESL Classroom.

Picture 1. An Example of teacher’s question and students’s responses in Padlet.

This research has a very high level of significance
to be implemented, considering that in terms of
contributions both theoretically and practically it is
very urgent for various parties, for example for
students, lecturers and institutions themselves.

The researchers found that there were things that
had not been specifically discussed in the second
study. The first study focused more on the general
picture of using Padlet in the teaching and learning
process. The second study is more on the use of Web
2.0 technology in teaching, especially teaching science
subjects. While other studies are on improving
students’ speaking and writing skill and the last was an
experimental study of using Padlet in ESL classroom.
However, the researchers found something that had
not been discussed more and continued from those
researches. For example, what is the description of
using Padlet in the teaching process in complicated or
unpopular subjects or courses for students: Whether
it works or not. Then what about the students'
comments on this matter. Therefore, researchers feel
the need to study this, especially in the subject related
to linguistics such as Introduction to Functional
Linguistics.

For lecturers, the results of this study will inspire the
use of Padlet in the classes it provides. Students will
experience new experiences in the learning process of
Introduction to Functional Linguistics, something
new from the learning process they have experienced
so far. As for institutions, the results of this study will
spur institutions to improve the quality of teaching
and learning services, for example by facilitating and
expanding internet access for students.
III. METHODOLOGY
This research was conducted through the following
stages: First, the researchers observed the research
subjects; Second, the researchers prepared for data
collection by making a feasibility study of research
samples and needs assessment; Third, the researchers
collected the data; Fourth, the researchers conducted
data analysis; Fifth, the researchers processed data;
Sixth, the researchers made interpretations and
conclusions; Seventh, the researchers wrote a research
report; Eighth, the researchers submitted the research
report.

Based on the facts and some varios literatures
above, the researchers then tried to conduct a research
by trying to explore how students perceive Padlet use
in the class Introduction to Functional Linguistics.
From the background above, the researchers then
formulated the research problems as follows: "What is
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IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This research was conducted at the Faculty of
Language and Communication Sciences Sultan Agung
Islamic University (UNISSULA) Semarang. This type
of research is qualitative descriptive research.
According to Arikunto[13], qualitative descriptive
research is research that describes or explains an event.
In addition, this research describes the conditions and
research process in detail. Moreover, Best[9] also
argues that descriptive qualitative studies are made to
describe the characteristics of existing phenomena,
developing opinions, ongoing processes, significant
impacts, or trends that are in excitement in society.

The questionnaire made in the form of online using
Google Form emphasizes the question on the
respondent's personal data and, subsequently,
primarily on knowledge and perception of the subject
in the process of learning and teaching the subjects
Introduction to Functional Linguistics.
Of the total 28 respondents in this study, there
were four male student respondents. The rest (24
people) are female students. All respondents (28
people) are students from one study program, namely
English Language Education, Faculty of Language
and Communication, Sultan Agung Islamic
University, Semarang, the fifth semester of batch
2014.

In short, descriptive qualitative research methods
are used to analyze and describe the things that are the
object of research. In this study, the things that would
be described and explained by the researchers are the
perceptions of the students on the use of padlets in
classrooms Introduction to Functional Linguistics.

Before referring to the main discussion in this
study, researchers first tried to find out the extent of
students' knowledge about Padlet. Here are the
respondents’ responses in Bahasa.

The population in this study was all students of
class 2014 study program of English Language
Education Faculty of Language and Communication
Sciences Sultan Agung Islamic University
(UNISSULA). While the research sample was taken
from all students who were enrolled in the
Introduction to Functional Linguistics class namely 28
persons. The sampling technique used was
convenience sampling. According to Dörnyei[10],
convenience sampling is a sampling method from
researchers. Meanwhile, Crossman[11] states that in
convenience sampling researchers use the closest and
most existing research subjects to be included in the
study.
In this study, data was collected using a
questionnaire from Google Form which contained
students' perceptions of using Padlet in class courses
Introduction to Functional Linguistics. While the data
analysis method used in this study was descriptive
qualitative. Data in the form of answers from
questionnaires about students' perceptions of using
Padlet in the Introduction to Functional Linguistics
class will be analyzed using a descriptive analysis. After
being analyzed, the interpretation of the researchers
from the results of the questionnaire will be confirmed
(confirmibility) to the respondents whether it is in
accordance with their answers or not.
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Picture 2. Respondents’ Insight on Padlet

Students have diverse knowledge about Padlet.
From the overall answers from the respondents,
conclusions can be drawn or a summary as follows:
The students define Padlet as an electronic medium,
application or website created to express opinions,
upload or collect assignments, discuss, give and
receive information, share ideas, and can also be used
to help the teaching process in the form of text,
photos, links and more.

Picture 3. Students’ Perceptions of Using Padlet in Introduction to Functional
Linguistics Class

Data from figure 3 stated that most students
answer with short answers, such as the following:
interesting, useful, fun, good, good, enough and very
helpful. Some of them answered in more detail.
According to them, the use of padlets not only can
increase creativity but they can also pour ideas freely
and can discuss material that they have learned
together. In short, after using Padlet in classroom
learning Introduction to Functional Linguistics, they
have the perception that learning on the subject
becomes effective.

Most students of batch 2014/2015 of English
Education program consider Padlet to be something
new to them. They have not found and seen it before
this research was held.
Coming to the main discussion of this research,
respondents were asked about their perceptions on
using Padlet in the learning of Introduction to
Functional Linguistics. Their responses then are as the
following (in Bahasa).

Only a small percentage of them (1 respondent or
3.5% of all respondents) said that the use of Padlet in
the learning and teaching process was less effective.
One other respondent mentioned that there were
obstacles found in the implementation, namely when
the internet network was bad. When the internet
network is bad, Padlet cannot run properly. Therefore,
a good internet network is absolutely necessary in its
implementation.
From the data obtained through the questionnaire,
researchers can conclude that the actual use of Padlet
media in learning Introduction to Functional
Linguistics is very effective in helping to improve
students' understanding of the course. After all, the
implementation will run very well if supported by
good internet network facilities.
Most students (78%) stated that they were happy
when class learning Introduction to Functional
Linguistics used Padlet media. Only very few of them
(5%) openly expressed their displeasure. The rest says
"maybe". That is, the use of this media becomes
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something different for students compared to other
classes.

learning both in the classroom and outside the
classroom. In addition, they see that the Padlet display
is interesting with the features available. After all, they
feel facilitated to be able to express ideas related to the
material in the course Introduction to Functional
Linguistics. They stated that the use of Padlet in the
class Introduction to Functional Linguistics can make
it easier for them to better understand the material
properly. As a result, the implementation will run very
well if supported by good internet network facilities.
We recommend that this kind of research be
developed in classes in other subjects to test whether
the use of Padlet media is effective for all types of
classes.

Students did not encounter significant difficulties
in using Padlet during learning both in class and
outside the classroom. It is understandable that all
students are now literate with the use of technology in
learning.
In addition, almost all students saw that the Padlet's
appearance was interesting. They like the features
available. When being asked about whether they can
convey their own ideas on the materials of linguistics,
most students stated that they felt that they were able
to submit ideas related to the material in the course
Introduction to Functional Linguistics. Ideas that are
buried can be poured freely on the walls of the Padlet
media. Moreover, they claimed that the use of Padlet
in the class Introduction to Functional Linguistics can
make it easier for them to better understand the
material.
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In its implementation, lecturers often held
discussions with students by using Padlet. The data
taken from the students’ responses showed that most
of them like the method. It is just that maybe the
lecturer needs to be more creative in the
implementation process. Because, after all, something
similar that is used repeatedly will certainly bring
boredom to some students. Therefore, lecturers'
creativity and intelligence are needed in managing this
kind of class. In last, most of students assume that the
use of Padlet can improve linguistic skills such as
speaking skills, listening, writing, and reading.
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