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Introduction 

Vocational High School (VHS) is one of the national education systems that seeks to equip students 

with skills or expertise through the Dual System Education (PSG) program or what is often called 

Prakerin. VHS is an implementation of Technical and Vocational Education Training (TVET) in 

Indonesia. According to Putu Sudira[1], TVET always keeps schools closer to the business world 

and the industrial world (DUDI) [2]. Vocational High School (VHS) is a formal education that 

provides vocational education at the secondary education level as a continuation of SMP / MTs or 

other forms which are equivalent or advanced from learning outcomes equivalent to SMP / MTs 

(Law Number 20 of 2003, Article 18 paragraph 3 )[3]. Secondary vocational education, secondary 

education, which prepares students, especially to work in certain fields, (Law Number 20 of 2003, 

Elucidation of Article 15) [3]. 

The internship is an absolute prerequisite for the introduction of technical education. This 

is the primary reason for the introduction of internships in most technical education institutions 
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[4]. Internship is an absolute requirement for the implementation of vocational education. This is 

the main basis for most vocational education institutions in implementing internship [2]. In the 

implementation of vocational education, there is an activity that requires students to go directly 

into the world of work. This activity is commonly called fieldwork practice. Field Work Practice 

[5] is a form of professional expertise education which is inspired by the dual education system 

originating from Germany, which combines systematically and synchronously between 

educational programs in schools and business programs obtained through direct work activities 

in the business / industrial world for achieve a level of professional expertise. Where professional 

expertise can only be formed through three main elements, namely science, technique and tips. 

Science and engineering can be studied and mastered whenever and wherever we are. Meanwhile, 

tips cannot be taught but can be mastered through the process of doing work directly in the 

professional field itself. In addition, awareness of the need to introduce students to the world of 

industry is the biggest impetus for vocational education institutions to organize internship 

programs [6]. 

In addition to strengthening the link and match between VHS and Industry, cooperation in 

the implementation of street vendors, between VHS and the business / industrial world is carried 

out in the principle of helping each other, complementing each other, and complementing each 

other for mutual benefit [6]. The implementation of internship still does not have a definite 

standard of time for its implementation. The implementation of regular internship ranges from 3-

6 months by adjusting the regulations that apply in each school [7]. 

However, in early 2020 the world was being shaken by the emergence of a virus called 

COVID-19 (Coronavirus Disease - 2019). This virus is a contagious disease caused by a newly 

discovered type of coronavirus, which originated in Wuhan City, China. COVID-19 can cause 

respiratory infections, ranging from the common cold to serious illnesses, such as MERS and SARS. 

This virus can spread through human physical contact, and crowds also greatly influence the 

spread of this virus. The government's physical distancing policy to prevent transmission of the 

covid-19 virus caused changes in learning patterns from face-to-face learning to distance 

education [8]. 

Method  

This research uses descriptive qualitative research. Bogdan and Tylor (1989) define descriptive 

qualitative research as a research procedure that produces descriptive data in the form of written 

or spoken words from the person or observed behavior [9]. This research took place at Mojokerto 

VHS. The choice of this place is because this school replaces the implementation of street vendors 

for students to learn from home due to the Corona virus pandemic. 
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Result and Discussion 

The data obtained from interviews with the principal, head of street vendors, and 2 teachers of 

Mojokerto VHS. The Covid-19 pandemic has an impact on changing the learning model in 

Indonesia, from conventional learning to virtual learning[10]. Internship is an annual activity 

carried out by every VHS in Indonesia. internship aims to develop students' talents and strengthen 

the professionalism of work needed by students to enter the world of work in accordance with 

their fields. Headmaster said, “Generally, internship is carried out by vocational students with a 

time span that varies from 3 months to 1 year, but due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic 

in the world since December 2019 until now, this virus continues to spread throughout the world 

and Indonesia is even affected”. Therefore, as a preventive measure to prevent the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus in Indonesia, the government issued regulations that urge all Indonesian citizens 

to reduce outdoor activities such as gathering and so on, including the policy of Learning from 

Home and Working from Home, which causes schools to empty. including VHS and industries 

related to internship activities 

Therefore, the head of internship vocational schools said student internship activities will 

certainly be disrupted and cannot take place as it should, this forces the school to think about how 

the solutions must be implemented regarding internship during the COVID-19 pandemic, and 

things that can be done by schools include: Stop the internship process during the pandemic and 

internship activities will continue after the pandemic has subsided. Moving the location of student 

street vendors to companies that continue to operate by adhering to government and company 

regulations and requiring the use of personal protective equipment (PPE). Eliminate internships 

and replace them with online learning. 

At the time of the COVID-19 pandemic, VHS Negeri 1 Mojokerto was doing it by attracting 

students who were currently attending to follow a circular from the Head of the East Java 

Provincial Education Office No.420 / 1880 / 101.1 / 2020 on March 21, 2020 regarding not 

continuing to anticipate the spread of COVID. -19 in the education unit and a circular of the 

Governor of East Java No.420 / 1950 / 101.1 / 2020 on March 24, 2020 regarding the 

implementation of education policies in the emergency period of the spread of COVID-19 in East 

Java, then on March 30, 2020 the Head of VHS Negeri 1 Mojokerto make a internship student 

withdrawal letter and replace the internship program with additional learning online VHS the 

Google Classroom application which contains learning material according to their respective 

majors as well as info and appeals regarding the COVID-19 epidemic such as good and correct 

handwashing guides and directions and so on. The teacher 1 VHS 1 Mojokerto also uses whatsapp 

social media to communicate and discuss the material that has been provided through the Google 

Classroom so that students can be monitored and remain active in following explanations from 
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the teacher in whatsapp group and actively discussing even though students are only at home.  

The first teacher conveyed that at first there were problems in online learning, but with 

teacher training from technology-based learning schools it could be implemented properly. The 

exponential growth of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has changed the 

education systems and contributed to the improvement of the learning process [11]. ICT is a 

means of developing learning and is an assessment and quality of learning [12]. Technology-based 

learning, making short videos as learning material to improve emotional relationships between 

students and teachers, reducing the level of difficulty and prioritize meaningful learning [13]. The 

second teacher respondent gave a response that this technology-based learning provided new 

challenges for students and teachers. This is considered sufficient to fill a temporary period during 

the COVID-19 pandemic so that students can continue to study even though students are not in 

school. Students showed a positive perception of the implementation of the blended cooperative 

learning model [14].  

However, with online learning and being monitored by teachers who also do work from 

home, it is hoped that students can learn under the supervision of the teacher. After the publication 

of the East Java governor's circular, the East Java Provincial Education Office received intense 

questions and a kind of pressure from the parents / guardians of students. The question is whether 

internship students will also be sent home like their peers at school. This pressure arises because 

parents will increase the health risk of their children who are studying or working at DUDI where 

street vendors are. The Education Office took quick steps. Not long after the governor's letter was 

issued, the head of the Education Office through a circular to the heads of the Regional Education 

Service Branch ordered the withdrawal of internship participating vocational school students 

from business and industrial world institutions respectively "to be returned to teachers" (Disdik 

Jatim, 2020) [15]. In an emergency and uncertain situation, taxis and vocational high schools 

themselves circulate differently. There were those who immediately attracted street vendors as 

instructed, but some did not. Who does not try to take a cautious stance and attract students in a 

gradual and coordinative manner? The reason is, DUDI is a sensitive and sometimes not available 

VHS partner. Wrong, it could be that the cooperation that has been developed for a long time is 

terminated by DUDI [15].  

The reality proves the above. The sudden withdrawal of students from street vendors has 

damaged a number of DUDI and VHS partnership relationships. They do not accept that internship 

students are suddenly withdrawn by the school. As a result, some of the management or owners 

of DUDI chose to cut ties with the VHS. The form of this termination is that they are no longer 

willing to accept school students who have been and withdraw internship students on the grounds 

of Kadinas or a pandemic in the next internship period in the next semester. 
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Conclusion 

Student internship activities will certainly be disrupted and cannot take place as it should, this 

forces the school to think about how the solutions must be implemented regarding internship 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, and things that can be done by schools include: 1) During the 

pandemic, halt the internship process; internship operations can resume after the pandemic has 

passed. (2) Relocating student street vendors to businesses that follow government and 

corporation laws and require the use of personal protective equipment (PPE). (3) Internships will 

be phased out in favor of online learning.  
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