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Ethics This research examines the importance of integrating ethics and
Morals morals in education at junior high school level, with a focus on

Contemporary education

. ) implementation at Permata Integrated Islamic Middle School. This
Islamic curriculum

study highlights the implementation of a curriculum that is integrated

with Islamic principles and character education, as well as various
.| UAD school programs designed to instill moral values in students. Using
qualitative methods, this research found that a curriculum that
includes ethical and moral values is successful in shaping student
behavior in everyday life. The implementation of programs such as
tahfidz, tahsin, and other religious activities, supported by an
interactive approach and parental involvement, has proven effective in
instilling strong Islamic values. However, this research also notes the
challenges faced in the learning process, especially those related to the
influence of the home environment and relationships outside of school.
Overall, this research concludes that a holistic approach that includes
educational interventions, community involvement, and close
relationships between schools and parents, is able to create an
environment that supports students' ethical and moral development,
as well as preparing them to face ethical dilemmas with integrity.

This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-SA license.

Introduction

Moral and ethical education plays an important role in shaping students' character by
instilling positive values such as honesty, responsibility, empathy and respect (Kang &
Glassman, 2010; Lockwood, 1978). Through interactive learning activities such as group
discussions and role plays, students learn to internalize and apply these values in everyday life
(Gluchmanova, 2015). This education also encourages them to become responsible individuals,
understand the consequences of their actions, and make decisions with integrity (Leming,
1981). In addition, moral and ethical education helps students develop empathy and respect
for others, as well as critical and reflective thinking skills (Haryanto, 2013). They are invited to

understand various perspectives and make decisions based on strong moral principles.
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Through the practice of virtue in everyday life, such as social activities and community projects,
students strengthen their understanding and commitment to moral values, forming a strong
moral identity that helps them maintain integrity in a variety of situations. There is a growing
need to adopt diverse teaching methods that can impact the morals, values, and ethics that
students need to relate to others and succeed in the larger society. (Gluchmanova, 2015)
suggests that teachers must utilize technology and integrate it with effective teaching practices
to facilitate learning and create an integrative framework that focuses on moral, value, ethical
and character education that must be supported by the adoption of technology so that teachers
can convey these concepts to students.

Moral and ethical education has a significant impact on students' daily behavior at school
(Shu etal, 2011). Students who are taught values such as responsibility, empathy, and respect
tend to behave better. They are more aware of the consequences of their actions, show integrity
in various situations, and try to help and respect their friends (Tuturop & Sihotang, 2023). This
is reflected in their daily actions, such as avoiding cheating behavior, not getting involved in
bullying, and being more sensitive to other people's needs. Apart from that, moral and ethical
education also forms students' self-discipline and independence (Anif et al., 2019). They learn
to control their emotions and act wisely in challenging situations. Awareness of the values of
cooperation and fairness makes them more effective in working together in groups, both in
academic assignments and extracurricular activities. Thus, moral and ethical education not
only forms strong individual character but also creates a more positive and harmonious school
environment, improving students' welfare and academic achievement (Maslihah, 2011).

Ethics education in learning really determines the formation of students' ethical behavior.
The aim of ethics education is to develop a higher level of moral awareness and moral maturity
in students (Lawter et al., 2014). Students will receive ethics education as one of the subjects
in their classes and understand the theoretical framework regarding ethical behavior to
overcome ethical dilemmas that will one day be faced in the outside world (Tutuk, 2015).
Education plays an important role in helping students recognize and understand the moral and
ethical issues that arise in everyday life in the digital era (Anandari, 2024). Through a
curriculum that is integrated with material on digital ethics, students are taught about the
importance of privacy, online security, and responsibility in using technology. They learn about
the risks and consequences of carelessly sharing personal information and how to protect
themselves from online threats (Farid, 2023). Interactive discussions, simulations, and real-
life case studies help students understand the impact of their actions in the digital world.
Education emphasizes ethics in interacting on social media, teaching students to behave

politely, respect others, and avoid spreading misinformation (Wibowo, 2023). Teachers and
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educators act as mentors and role models in dealing with moral and ethical issues, providing
concrete examples of how to resolve ethical dilemmas. Through group projects and
collaborative activities, students learn to work together, share opinions respectfully, and
practice empathy and tolerance, which are essential for healthy virtual interactions (A. M. A.
Saputra et al., 2023).

Education in this modern era from perspective Yanuarti, (2018) has a goal that is not only
able to develop students to be technologically literate and creative and skilled in undergoing
education, but how education is able to build students' character values so that they are able
to have good values in each student. This is also supported by opinion (Nurhalita & Hudaidah,
2021) which states that by prioritizing character values and character education in the ongoing
process of education received by students, it is hoped that they will be able to develop not only
intellectually and skills in life, but how students will be when they have Entering into society,
they are able to have character values such as spiritual, emotional and good social intelligence
so that they are able to provide benefits to society. Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic
Middle School applies a unique approach that combines general and religious education to
shape students' character holistically. The school curriculum is structured in such a way that
Islamic religious studies are integrated into all general subjects. For example, Islamic ethical
and moral principles are embedded in science and mathematics lessons, helping students see
the relevance of general knowledge and religious teachings in everyday life. Learning is carried
out interactively and contextually, with teachers not only providing theoretical material but
also through practice and real examples. Students are invited to practice the values of honesty,
hard work and responsibility in their daily activities at school. The school also provides an
environment that supports the formation of good character, with all school staff acting as role
models. Parental involvement in school activities ensures consistency of moral and ethical
education at home and school, creating strong synergy in the formation of student character.

Character education is a system for developing students' character values which include
components of knowledge, awareness or will, and actions to be implemented in religion,
oneself, general society, the environment and the nation as complete human beings (Ismail et
al,, 2020). In implementing character education, every learning stakeholder must be involved
in the process, including educational components, namely curriculum, learning activities and
evaluation processes, quality of relationships, handling of lessons or management, school
management, implementation of curricular activities, use of facilities, funding, and
performance of any and all school components (Saridudin, 2021). This can be done by
equipping students to face conditions of decline in morals, ethics and character. This research

aims to identify the ethical and moral values taught at the Permata Probolinggo Integrated
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Islamic Middle School. By analyzing the curriculum, subject matter, and extracurricular
activities and school programs in depth, this research will reveal the moral and ethical
principles that are integrated into the educational process at the school. This identification is
important to understand how schools try to shape student character through values education.
Furthermore, this research will also evaluate the effectiveness of the ethics and moral teaching
methods used at the Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School. Through school
observations, interviews with teachers and students, as well as analysis of educational
documents, this research will assess the extent to which the methods applied in aspects of
contemporary education are successful in instilling moral and ethical values in students. This
evaluation will provide an overview of the strengths and weaknesses of the approach used.

Research on the Reconstruction of Ethics and Morals in Contemporary Education,
especially through case studies at the Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School,
presents an important new perspective. This research investigates how ethical and moral
values are integrated within an educational framework to enhance students’ moral
development and ethical decision-making skills. This study provides unique insights into the
integration of these values in the Islamic education curriculum. Additionally, this research
contributes to the ethics education literature by emphasizing the importance of integrative
models and methods (Strahovnik, 2019), in line with contemporary approaches that highlight
ethical problem solving and moral development through curriculum design and pedagogical
strategies. This research also discusses the practical application of a moral-based education
system, which provides valuable insights in building effective moral improvement solutions in
educational institutions. Thus, this research explores teaching performance in incorporating
ethical and moral values in student learning activities in the classroom.

Research on the reconstruction of ethics and morals in contemporary education, which
specifically focuses on case studies at Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School,
presents a new and multidimensional approach to moral and ethical education. By integrating
multiple perspectives and methodologies, this research aims to address the practical
implications of ethics education on student development and outcomes. Based on the
literature, it is proven that ethics education is not just a theoretical endeavor but a practical
activity that significantly influences students' moral development (Han, 2014b). This research
emphasizes the importance of empirical and social scientific approaches, especially moral
psychological perspectives, in increasing the effectiveness of ethics education. This is in line
with today's understanding that ethics education should not only provide philosophical
justification but also measure its impact on students' moral growth. Additionally, this research

likely incorporates a transformative moral education approach that challenges violence and
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encourages moral development through ethical inquiry in a variety of academic subjects
(Joseph & Mikel, 2014).

By cultivating ethical problem-solving skills and internalizing moral values, students are
encouraged to engage in critical thinking and moral reflection, which are important
components of moral education. Additionally, the integration of moral emotions with ethical
decision-making principles and frameworks is critical to fostering moral agency and effective
collaboration, especially in diverse cultural environments (Cook & Brunton, 2017). This
highlights the importance of emotional intelligence and cultural competence in ethics
education, emphasizing the need to consider both cognitive and affective aspects of moral
reasoning. In addition, this research can explore the theoretical framework of moral education
through the lens of epistemology, which aims to encourage moral development and character
formation in students (Han, 2014a). By analyzing moral education from a philosophical
perspective, this research can provide a deeper understanding of the principles and goals of
ethical education. From the several discussion points above, it can be concluded that research
on the reconstruction of ethics and morals in contemporary education at the Permata
Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School offers a comprehensive and innovative approach
to ethical education. By combining diverse perspectives, empirical methodology, and practical
implications, this research makes a significant contribution to the ongoing discourse regarding
moral and ethical education in educational settings.

A comprehensive approach to the reconstruction of ethics and morals in contemporary
education, especially in the context of the Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle
School, integrating various theoretical frameworks and practical applications to improve
moral education. By taking diverse perspectives, this research aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of ethics education and its impact on students' moral
development. The importance of reflective moral values, understanding moral issues, and
sharing moral understanding with others is emphasized in the general theory of ethics
education (Hunt & Vitell, 2006). This suggests that major theories of ethics education might
focus on encouraging students to reflect on their moral values, understand moral dilemmas,
and engage in discussions to deepen their moral understanding, highlighting the use of online
dilemma discussions to improve moral reasoning among students (Juujarvi & Myyry, 2022).
This approach can be integrated into the grand theory of ethics education to improve critical
thinking and ethical decision-making skills among the Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic
Middle School. Emphasizes the importance of integrating moral psychology, moral education
practice, and moral philosophy into a theoretical framework of moral education (Muhammed-

Shittu, 2021). This shows that the grand theory of ethics and moral reconstruction in
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contemporary education can include a holistic approach by considering various aspects of
moral development and education. Additionally, the primacy of exemplary moral leaders
underscores the importance of moral leadership and character education in ethical
development (Tholen, 2022). This perspective can inform a grand theory of ethics education
by emphasizing the role of leadership and character in cultivating moral virtue among
students. So it can be concluded that, ethical theory and moral reconstruction in contemporary
education at Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School most likely integrates
reflective moral values, discussion of ethical dilemmas, moral psychology, moral leadership,
and character education to provide a comprehensive framework for improving ethical

education and morals and encourage moral development among students.

Method

This research is a type of qualitative research that examines the ethical and moral values
in the educational curriculum at the Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School and
their impact on students' moral development. According to Denzim and Licoln (2000),
qualitative research attempts to see entities as they are in accordance with their setting, but
then attempts to interpret or make these entities easier to understand. This research was
conducted at the Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School. This school was
chosen because it has excellent implementation of ethical and moral values, both in the general
learning process and the school activities that have been carried out. The subjects of this
research are school stakeholders who include principals, teachers, students, employees,
alumni and parents. As qualitative research that relies on obtaining data from the field, the data
collection methods used are observation, interviews (including in-depth interviews), and
documentation. There were 4 respondents to this research, consisting of 1 principal, 1 head of
curriculum, 1 head of tahfidz, and 1 student.

After the data is collected, data analysis is then carried out. This emphasizes the importance
of careful data analysis so that the data obtained can be narrated well, thereby producing
meaningful research results (Fadli, 2021). According to Creswell, (2007), Data analysis
involves several important stages. The first is initial understanding, namely the researcher
dives into the data to understand the context, recognize initial patterns, and build an initial
understanding of the problems that arise. Then, the next step is coding, where the data is
partitioned and labeled into relevant units of information, often through a manual coding
process. After coding, the researcher categorized and identified key themes that emerged from
the data and found consistent patterns. The next stage is interpretation, where the data is

analyzed more deeply to understand the meaning behind the findings by reflecting on them in
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the context of theory, relevant literature and research objectives. The final step is the
verification stage, where the researcher ensures the consistency, reliability and validity of the

analysis by verifying the resulting findings and interpretations.

Results and Discussion

Ethics and morals are fundamental in the development and socialization of adolescents at
junior high school level. Numerous studies emphasize the importance of character education,
moral decision making, and ethical considerations in shaping the behavior and values of young
individuals during this critical period. Character education models, such as religious ethics
learning and Islamic education, highlight justice, deontology, and moral significance as factors
that can improve academic performance and achievement (Taja et al., 2021). Additionally, the
creation of a moral intelligence scale designed specifically for junior high school students
underscores the need to address morality as an important educational requirement
(Prasertsin, 2023). "Ethics and morals are very important aspects and have been implemented
in all educational institutions, both public and private."” Said the principal of SMP IT Permata.
At this school, strategies for instilling ethics and morals are carried out through various
programs and activities specifically designed for junior high school students. The unstable soul
of teenagers requires the right approach, so SMP IT Permata inserts school materials and
programs related to ethics and morals. The first thing that the school prepares in this approach
is the preparation of the curriculum, currently SMP IT Permata has used the independent
curriculum and integrated JSIT (Integrated Islamic School Network) curriculum as a school
under the auspices of JSIT. As Head of Curriculum, in preparing it, Mr. Farid said that "currently
because SMP IT Permata is integrated with the JSIT curriculum, ethical and moral principles
have automatically been realized in the preparation of the curriculum, apart from the
independent curriculum itself, such as divine values." From the formation of this curriculum,
ethical and moral values are of course not only applied to teaching and learning activities
(KBM) but also to several school programs.

Religious education, supportive communities, and family environments are recognized as
basic elements for character development in adolescents, underscoring the role of values and
ethics in shaping adolescent behavior (Muzakkir, 2024). From several background aspects of
implementing ethical and moral values, SMP IT Permata has been formed and has programs
such as boarding in Islamic boarding schools, reciting the Koran, BPI (Islamic Personal
Development), Ta'lim Muta'alim, Taujih 3 languages, as well as student activity programs such
as LDK (Basic Leadership Training) 1-3, and Mabit activities (Night for the Development of

Humanity and Taqwa) and others. Furthermore, there is also the implementation of P5
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(Strengthening Pancasila Student Profile Project) to integrate ethical and moral values in the
curriculum. The strategies used include the application of discipline, independence,
entrepreneurship and motivation to create a conducive environment. The instillation of ethical
and moral values in these activities is in line with the school's vision and mission in forming
the character of students who prioritize good morals, the formation of good student morals

and aqidah is the main focus of teachers at school.

Environmental Influence in the Formation of Student Ethics and Morals

The moral and ethical development of middle school students is a multifaceted process that
is influenced by various factors in the school, home and community environments. Research
shows that moral development in adolescents includes cognitive, emotional, and behavioral
dimensions, including moral knowledge, moral feelings, and moral actions. Firstly on the social
environment, the social environment at school has been identified as an important factor
influencing the moral development of junior high school students, with supportive moral
norms being associated with reduced levels of moral degradation (K. Saputra, 2023). Apart
from that, character education and moral intelligence are very important in forming students'
ethical values and behavior (Prasertsin, 2024; Budianti, 2024). Relationships with peers or
social interactions are also significant in the moral development of junior high school students.
Positive relationships with peers can increase an individual's self-awareness, acquisition of
social skills, and internalization of social values, contributing to positive educational outcomes.
Conversely, negative relationships with peers can result in challenges in school adaptation,
negative emotions, problematic behavior, and mental health problems among students (“The
Effects of Personality Traits on Junior High School Students’ Peer Relationships: The Mediating
Role of Interpersonal Emotion Regulation,” 2024).

Additionally, the quality of parent-child relationships has a substantial impact on students’
moral development, with a strong association between relationship quality and levels of
depression in junior high school students (Zhou, 2024). In this aspect, the Permata IT Middle
School program is "Parenting”, this activity is an activity that involves the parents. This activity
is carried out every semester or once in one semester period. Each activity has its own theme,
the teachers present material regarding school program planning for the next semester. In this
activity, feedback from the student's parents is conveyed to the school, so that the teachers
understand what targets they want to achieve for their children in the future. This is where
good communication links are formed between parents and teachers at school, so that the same
goals can be achieved. And from these routine activities, good habits of faith, ethics and morals

are formed for students at school, home and in the community from the instilling of the
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teacher's messages to parents on each parenting theme that is conveyed.

Educational interventions and school programs at Permata Integrated Islamic Middle
School can further influence the moral development of junior high school students. For
example, instilling character education through Basic Leadership Training (LDK) activities has
been proven to be able to increase creativity, responsibility, collaboration, hard work and
communication sKkills in students (Fatmawati et al, 2020). Additionally, communication
satisfaction among students is also positively associated with various aspects of ethics, such as
students' perceptions of being a good person and factors that influence morality (Huong,
2024). In short, the ethical and moral development of middle school students is a complex
process shaped by a combination of factors in the school, home and community environments.
By emphasizing moral knowledge, feelings, and actions, fostering positive relationships with
peers, strengthening parent-child bonds, implementing character education programs, and
promoting effective communication among students, educators, and stakeholders can
contribute to the cultivation of ethical individuals who can be a positive example in society. Of
course, these guidelines are in line with the aim of establishing the programs at Permata
Integrated Islamic Middle School, so that good habits are created for students which can also

be taught to those around them.

Implementation of Contemporary Education at Permata Integrated Islamic
Middle School

Integrating ethical considerations into various aspects of education, such as using social
media to promote physical literacy and sustainable development education, can instill ethical
values and holistic thinking in adolescents (Bopp & Stellefson, 2020; Svetina et al, 2011).
Likewise, with the renewal of digital learning methods, the teacher educators at Permata
Integrated Islamic Middle School have optimized these methods in several teaching and
learning activities in the classroom. As an Islamic-based school and under the auspices of the
Integrated Islamic School Network (JSIT), before Covid-19 spread, Permata Integrated Islamic
Middle School adhered firmly to the fact that students were not permitted to use mobile phones
for all learning activities, so that they could continue to focus on educational materials and
programs. -Qur'an according to the target that has been set. However, after Covid-19 spread,
digital learning at Permata Integrated Islamic Middle School began to be implemented
according to government recommendations at that time. So the learning guidelines that
schools have adhered to steadfastly over time have begun to change slightly. However, apart
from the digital learning methods that are already in place, of course schools have their own

ways of minimizing student dependency on gadgets. One of them is the innovative methods of
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teachers during teaching and learning activities in class, see Fig. 1.

Fig. 1. Indonesian Language Teaching and Learning Process using Digitalization Methods

The activity above is an example of Indonesian language learning that applies digital
literacy learning methods, using the quizizz.com site, which is one of the digital questionnaires.
Educators present questions on a projector screen and distribute paper containing scan codes
to each student, so that only the teacher holds the gadget to scan students' answers. From this
method, social interaction is created between students and each other. From this interaction,
teachers can also assess students' ethics in acting during the learning process. What is their
attitude towards making friends, their attitude towards the teacher when queuing to scan the
answer code, so that the teacher can conclude the condition of each student and prepare
evaluation notes regarding their attitude which will later be submitted to the accompanying
teacher during halaqoh activities. This program is the school's effort to maintain students’ daily
mutabaah and establish an approach between students and teachers.

Of the several school programs above that can influence the formation of good ethical,
moral and ethical habits, students are greatly influenced by the habits of the teacher or
educator themselves. So the good character of a teacher is positioned as the key to all good
growth of his students. Teaching resources that combine character values and local wisdom
not only support academic learning but also instill moral values and ethical principles among
students (Rochmiyati etal., 2020; Syarifah et al., 2020). Likewise, integrating Islamic principles
and ethical teachings into the curriculum aims to instill students with moral values rooted in
religious beliefs (Mokodenseho, 2024; Azminah, 2020). At the Permata Probolinggo Integrated
Islamic Middle School, there is a unique curriculum arrangement, where each subject will be
inserted with a hadith that is in line with the learning material.

Furthermore, the Learning Implementation Plan (RPP) used at Permata Integrated Islamic
Middle School always includes Islamic values and relevant verses of the Koran. The
implementation of morals and morals is not only limited to the classroom, but is also expanded

through Ta'lim activities carried out during the Monday break after Duha prayers, with the aim
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of strengthening students' ethical and moral consistency. In tahfidz learning, the Ummi method
is used as a guide, accompanied by games and additional motivation to maintain students'
enthusiasm for memorizing. This is felt to be very helpful, because tahfidz not only memorizes,
but also understands the ethics of memorizing, the true meaning of the Al-Qur'an, and the
importance of maintaining istiqgomah in memorizing, all of which contain Islamic morals and
values.

However, challenges in learning remain, especially because each child has a different
character and limited time at school means teachers cannot supervise them 24 hours a day.
Home environmental factors and relationships outside of school also influence students' ethics
and morals. In tahsin, the Ummi method is used for learning the Koran, while in tahfidz, the
classical method and reading and listening are applied. Student responses varied, with some
having difficulty despite understanding the importance of this activity. To involve parents in
learning the Koran, schools provide contact books or achievement books that enable parents
to monitor the progress of their sons and daughters. Increasing students' ethics and morals can
be seen through daily behavior, such as manners in speaking, how to walk in front of the
teacher, holding the Koran correctly, and dressing according to Islamic law.

Some of the school programs above have proven achievements, with students achieving
achievements ranging from achieving memorization targets to fluency in reading the Al-
Qur'an. As well as a good record of mutabaah, realizing good ethics and morals in the school
and home environment, whether among friends or older people. "Every lesson is always
connected to Islamic values, and our teachers always emphasize relevant verses of the Koran.
This makes students better understand how Islam should be a part of everyday life. Not only
in lessons, ethics and morals are also applied outside the classroom, such as during ta'lim
activities and other school programs, Qur'an safari, BPI, mabit, etc. "This activity helps students
to continue to maintain ethics and morals in every action, both at school and outside school.”

Through engaging dialogue that bridges Islamic ethics with contemporary ethical theories,
Permata Integrated Islamic Middle School can foster an environment that empowers students
to navigate ethical dilemmas with integrity and compassion, thereby fostering a culture of

ethical awareness and moral responsibility.

Conclusion

This research highlights the importance of integrating ethics and morals in education at
junior high school level, especially at Permata Probolinggo Integrated Islamic Middle School.
The implementation of ethics and morals is carried out thoroughly through a specially

designed and unique independent curriculum, school programs, and consistent religious
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activities. The curriculum which combines Islamic principles and character education under
the auspices of JSIT and the linkage of the P5 program has succeeded in instilling moral values
in students, which can be seen in their daily behavior. Apart from that, the superior programs
at this school, namely learning methods such as tahfidz and tahsin with an interactive approach
and involving parents, strengthen students' understanding of the importance of ethics in
everyday life. However, challenges remain, especially due to the influence of different home
environments and relationships outside of school. Through a holistic approach that includes
educational interventions, community involvement, and parent-child relationships, Permata
Integrated Islamic Middle School has succeeded in creating an environment that supports
students' ethical and moral development, so that they can become individuals with good moral

character and able to face ethical dilemmas with integrity.
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